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Historical News 
By Lucy Elliott 



A total of one hundred and sixty-five members have been 
added to the Indiana Historical Society since January 1, 1921. 
Following is a list of the names as reported by Miss Lucy M. 
Elliott, secretary of the membership committee : 



Ade, George, Brooks 
Alldredge, Henry D., Vallonia 
Allison, Ebert, Tipton 
Almond, James E., Wabash 
Armstrong, Mrs. Mary, Boonville 
Askew, Mrs. Harry, Bedford 
Austin, Miss Lelah, English 
Axby, Dr. J. L., Aurora 
Baker, Mrs. Fannie, Indianapolis 
Baker, Mrs. Mae, Huntington 
Ball, Albert J., Indianapolis 
Barker, W. L., Boonville 
Bates, William 0., Indianapolis 
Barrows, Mrs. Frederica, Conners- 

ville 
Bohannon, Anna L., Rushville 
Baxter, Amos R., Rushville 
Beale, Fred R., Rushville 
Bentley, Bonnie, Clinton 
Bone, Mrs. Charles, West Lafay- 
ette 
Boss, Mrs. John C, Elkhart 
Bowen, Caroline P., Delphi 
Boyd, Permelia, Scottsburg 
Brown, Mrs. Agnes Fletcher, Ft. 

Wayne 
Brown, Austin H., Indianapolis 
Brown, Chester G., Indianapolis 
Burns, Lee, Indianapolis 
Bynum, Mrs. Cora, Lebanon 
Carney, John Ralph, Vernon 
Case, Mrs. J. D., Rushville 
Catlin, Mrs. T. H., Rockville 
Colbert, Miss Emma, Indianapolis 
Comstock, Paul, Richmond 
Collins, Mrs. H. H., New Albany 
Cox, Miles S., Rushville 
Cox, Ralph Stewart, Bartlesville, 
Okla. 



Cox, William N., Bloomingdale 
Decker, John F., Bluffton 
Dinwiddio, Mrs. John Lee, Fowler 
Dooley, Mrs. Rufus, Rockville 
Dooley, Mr. Rufus, Rockville 
Earl, Mrs. Elizabeth Clayton, Mun- 

cie 
Edwards, Alice S., Peru 
Elder, Mrs. Laura B., Indianapolis 
Elliott, Lucy M., Indianapolis 
Felter, Mrs. Frank, Huntington 
Feudner, Will C, Rushville 
Finch, Miss Alice, Indianapolis 
Flanner, Frank B., Indianapolis 
Forsyth, Edgar T., Indianapolis 
Fortune, Will, Indianapolis 
Foster, Glen E., Rushville 
Foster, Samuel M., Ft. Wayne 
Frazer, Harriet D., Warsaw 
Frederick, J. E., Kokomo 
Fretageot, Mrs. Nora, New Har- 
mony 
Gaesser, Theo S., Troy 
Gardner, Nora G., Monticello 
Garvin, Susan M., Evansville 
Green, Ferrol, Franklin 
Green, Thomas M., Rushville 
Gresham, Mr. Otto, Indianapolis 
Gipson, Prof. L. H., Crawfords- 

ville 
Goble, W. 0., Swayzee 
Griswold, B. J., Ft. Wayne 
Haines, Prof. D. D., Crawforda- 

ville 
Haines, George M., Clarks Hill 
Hamilton, Leland S., Bloomington 
Harrison, Martha McCarty, In- 
dianapolis 
Haworth, C. V., Kokomo 
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Hendricks, Mrs. Jane Thomas, In- 
dianapolis 
Hoagland, Merica Evans, Indian- 
apolis 
Holmes, C. O., Gary 
Hopkins, Mrs. Ada, Boonville 
Insley, William H., Indianapolis 
Irwin, M. H., Brookville 
Irwin, William G., Columbus 
Johnson, John W., Patriot 
Kelly, Daniel E., Valparaiso 
Ketcham, Mrs. William, Indianap- 
olis 
Kirkpatrick, Miss Margaret, 

Rockville 
Kiper, Mrs. Nannette, Boonville 
Lesh, Mrs. Ofa Wilkins, Indian- 
apolis 
Lindsay, George D., Marion 
Lombard, Mrs. Mary, Spencer 
Luckett, Kate, Corydon 
Lupton, A. J., Hartford City 
McBride, Robert W., Indianapolis 
McClellan, J. Y. W., Auburn 
McCray, Mrs. Homer, Kendallville 
McCoy, Harriet A., Indianapolis 
Mcllwain, Frank, Rushville 
McKinsey, Alma J., Frankfort 
McNamee, Wabash 
McNitt, Esther, Indianapolis 
McPheeters, Thaddeus H., Indian- 
apolis 
McWhirter, Luella F., Indianapolis 
Maple, Dr. James B., Sullivan 
Marion, Iva, Newport 
Matthew, William H., Gary 
Mavity, John M., Valparaiso 
Merry, Blanche, Rensselaer 
Moore, J. B. H., Indianapolis 
Musselman, Mrs. Ella, Indianap- 
olis 
Nelson, Mary C, Logansport 
Newsom, Vida, Columbus 
Nicholson, Miss Elizabeth, Indian- 
apolis 
Noel, Elizabeth Buchanan, Indian- 
apolis 
O'Bannon, Lew M., Corydon 



Oliver, John W., Indianapolis 
Otis, Fred B., Bedford 
Palmer, Harriet C, Miss, Franklin 
Payne, Earl H., Rushville 
Payne, Ralph, Rushville 
Penrod, Will K., Loogootee 
Pentecost, Mrs. P. J., Tipton 
Ratts, Oscar (Hon.), Paoli 
Reade, Mrs. Anna R., Indianapolis 
Record, Claude M., Medarysville 
Reisler, Mrs. Simon, Indianapolis 
Reser, Alva O., Lafayette 
Robinson, Mary Yandes, Indian- 
apolis 
Robinson, W. D., Versailles 
Roetzele, Mrs. Helen, Boonville 
Ross, Mrs. Ora Thompson, Rensse- 
laer 

Roth, Mrs. George A., Boonville 
Routh, Miss Alma Ashley, Indian- 
apolis 
Rumpler, Mrs. Maude Lucas, In- 
dianapolis 
Schlegel, Clarence O., Oaktown 
Schurz, Edwin, Laporte 
Sims, Fred A., Indianapolis 
Simms, Dan W., Lafayette 
Sisters of Providence, St. Marys of 

the Woods 
Sheridan, Mrs. H. C, Frankfort 
Shirk, John, Brookville 
Snepp, Daniel W., Edinburg 
Sparks, Mrs. Nathan, Jefferson- 

ville 
Starr, Henry C, Richmond 
Stiffler, Charles B., Rushville 
Stoops, Alice B., Petersburg 
Strauss, S. W., New York City 
Taggart, Harold F., Richmond 
Tandy, Mrs., Vevay 
Taylor, Mrs. Mamie, Petersburg 
Taylor, Judge Arthur, Petersburg 
Teel, William Ross, Indianapolis 
Thomas, Ernest B., Rushville 
Thompson, Charles Nebeker, In- 
dianapolis 
Thompson, Lucy Pritchard Sawyer, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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Torbet, Charles E., Evansville Williams, C. Roy, Vincennes 

Van Buskirk, J. B., Monticello Wills, Evelyn E., Bedford 

Voris, Arta Payne, Mrs. M. J., Wilson, Thomas J., Corydon 

Franklin Wilson, Margaret A., Jasper 

Weik, Jesse, Greencastle Wishard, Mrs. Dr. William Niles, 
Wheatley, Ella C, Oakland City Indianapolis 

Wiles, Mrs. Cora Y., Indianapolis Wright, Mrs. Lizzie B., Rockport 

Wilkinson, Orville A., Indianapolis Wynn, Thomas A., Indianapolis 

Williams, Oscar H., Bloomington Young, Mrs. A. H., Hanover 

The last session of the Indiana General Assembly passed 
two acts that are of special interest to the history loving 
people of Indiana. One of these known as Senate Bill 190, 
authorizes the County Commissioners in each county where 
there is an historical society, or where such a society may 
hereafter be organized, to employ a curator, whose duties 
shall be prescribed by the Historical Society. For the pur- 
pose of paying the curator's salary, which in no case shall 
exceed seventy-five ($75) dollars per month, and for the 
purpose of collecting, cataloging, and printing historical ma- 
terial, the county commissioners are authorized to appropriate 
from the county funds the sum of fifteen hundred ($1,500) 
dollars per year. Counties like St. Joseph, Jefferson, Allen, 
Washington, Henry, Bartholomew, White, Franklin, Miami, 
and Jackson, counties that have already taken the lead in 
historical work, will no doubt take advantage of the pro- 
visions of this act at once. Others will join in the movement, 
encouraged by the support that is now made available from 
public funds. 

Another act of particular interest to counties that are com- 
piling a war history, was passed during the recent session of 
the legislature. This act authorized county commissioners to 
appropriate the sum of one thousand ($1,000) dollars to be 
used for the printing of the county's war history. The act 
also provides that one copy of the history shall be placed in 
each public library within the county, each school library of 
the county, and each post of the American Legion in the 
county. In a majority of the counties in Indiana, the histories 
pertaining to the county's activities in the World War have 
been compiled in manuscript form, and with the encourage- 
ment now offered by public support these will be printed. 
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There should be a county war history published for each of the 
ninety-two counties in the state. 

A special act authorizing the Historical Commission to pre- 
sent one copy of the state's Gold Star Volume to the parents or 
next of kin of all those who lost their lives while in service 
during the World War was also passed at the recent session. 
This will constitute the state's greatest and most lasting me- 
morial to the sons and daughters of Indiana who paid the 
supreme sacrifice in the World War. 

The Washington County Historical Society at its Febru- 
ary meeting elected the following officers : 

President: Mrs. Harvey Morris. 

Secretary: Mrs. Will C. Berkey. 

Treasurer: Miss Mattie White. 

Mrs. P. A. Cauble was appointed chairman of a committee 
to secure historical material and relics to be added to the 
society. Among the interesting relics recently added to the 
society's collection are two old steamboat lanterns, and a piece 
of the first iron rail used on the New Albany and Salem Rail- 
road. The latter was the gift of Frank Richardson, a Wash- 
ington County pioneer who now lives in Colorado. 

John B. Keyes, custodian of the DePauw estate, Salem, In- 
diana, died February 12, 1921. Upon the death of the late 
Mr. Keyes, the DePauw property was awarded to the city of 
Salem, and many of the heirlooms have been turned over to 
the Washington County Historical Society. General John 
DePauw, the original owner of the land on which the old 
DePauw home was built, is associated with the early Indiana 
history as a member of the Constitutional Convention at Cory- 
don in 1816, and as State Senator from Washington. Law- 
rence, Jackson, Orange, and Monroe counties 1825-1830. He 
was commissioned colonel of the Ninth Militia Regiment dur- 
ing the war of 1812. He laid out the town of Salem in 1814. 
The old DePauw home, built by Washington C. DePauw, 
patron of DePauw University, stands as it was built, still re- 
taining much of the original furniture. Among the heirlooms 
turned over to the County Historical Society is a gown worn by 
the wife of General DePauw when she became his bride in 
1809. The tight-waisted, full skirted, silk dresses, the em- 
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broidered shawls, the silk mitts snd bonnets, are all in excel- 
lent state of preservation. 

"The Old Capitol Hotel," which stood a little more than a 
mile east of Corydon, was destroyed by fire on the night of 
March 20, 1921. This historic land mark built in (1807) 1809, 
with more than a century's history, is one of the last of those 
famous buildings that played such an important part in early 
Indiana history. Within this old tavern the members of the 
early Indiana legislature lived while attending sessions during 
the pioneer period of Indiana history. The stone walls of the 
old building were more than eighteen inches in thickness, and 
stood twenty feet in height. An effort was made by some of 
the patriotic citizens in Corydon to have the old building pre- 
served, but satisfactory terms with the owner could not be 
agreed upon, and the old stone, sad to relate, is being ground 
into crushed rock, in order to be used on the public highways. 
Another land mark in Indiana history gone ! 

A representative of the Historical Society of Chicago, re- 
cently paid a visit to John F. Wiseman near Patriot, Switzer- 
land County, Indiana, and purchased an old plow which was 
used a century ago by the old settlers of southeastern Indiana. 
The plow has a wooden mould-board made of black walnut, a 
hickory paddle with steel land side and steel shear. It was 
originally purchased by Frederick J. Wiseman, an early settler 
of Switzerland County, who bought the implement from one 
of the Swiss settlers. His son, John F. Wiseman, the recent 
owner of the plow, is now eighty-one years old. It is believed 
that this old implement of agriculture is at least one hundred 
and twenty-five years old, and it is still in good condition. To 
the history loving people of Indiana, this is only another evi- 
dence of the imperative need of a state museum in which the 
old relics and implements owned by our forefathers should be 
carefully and permanently preserved. It is a most severe in- 
dictment on the people of Indiana to allow historical societies 
and institutions from neighboring states to come into our 
midst and carry out of the state these historical heirlooms 
which should be sacredly guarded and permanently preserved 
in Indiana. 

Mr. K. P. Diffenderfer of Cambridge City, Indiana, who 
for fifty years has been employed on the Pennsylvania Rail- 
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road, is collecting data on the old Jeffersonville, Madison, and 
Indianapolis (Panhandle) Railroad, with the view of prepar- 
ing an historical narrative of this old road. The data com- 
piled by Mr. Diffenderfer includes a roster of the engines used 
on the old line in 1875, together with their names and num- 
bers. The names of the engineers and the officers of the road, 
and a description of the old coaches first used on this line are 
to be included in this history. According to the records the 
first railway sleeping cars used in Indiana were built by Will- 
iam Higgins in 1868. Mr. Higgins was master car builder 
at Jeffersonville, Indiana, and built four sleeping cars in the 
year 1868. According to Mr. Diffenderfer, Lew Pennington of 
Scottsburg, and James Lewis .of Jeffersonville were the first 
railway telegraphers in Indiana to take messages by ear. 

The Conservation Department of Indiana recently obtained 
by purchase the Mahlon I. Paxon — Bluffton, Indiana — collec- 
tion of relics and antiques. The Paxon collection is considered 
one of the largest individual collections of its kind in Indiana 
if not in the entire United States. The late Mr. Paxon who 
was a Civil War veteran spent many years of his life and thou- 
sands of dollars in building up this collection. Included in the 
collection is an old four poster bed and trundle bed, several 
wooden lanterns, old clocks, dog-irons, case of skeletons, and 
skeleton bones, three deer heads, candle lamps and moulders, 
several spinning wheels, and hundreds of Indian relics such 
as stones, clubs, pipes, hatchets, axes, darts of all sizes, bows 
and arrows and numerous other articles. 

A brief history of Commodore Perry's expedition to Japan 
in 1852 compiled by Miss Mary H. Krout of Crawfordsville, 
Indiana, has been issued by the United States Government as 
one of its public documents. It is reprinted from the United 
States Naval Institute Proceedings, Volume 47. In view of 
much of the yellow journal discussion that is taking place just 
now regarding the relations between the United States and 
Japan it is interesting to note here that included in with the 
twelve articles of the treaty of 1852, there was a provision 
declaring that there should be perfect, permanent and univer- 
sal peace forever between the United States on the one part 
and Japan on the other, and between their peoples respectively 
without exception of persons or places. 
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Among the newspapers in Indiana that have played a 
prominent part in the history of our state is to be listed the 
Richmond Palladium, reported as the second oldest Indiana 
newspaper. The first issue of this newspaper appeared Janu- 
ary 31, 1821, under the editorship of Nelson Boone, a pioneer 
printer of the Middle West. Mr. Boone was in charge of the 
paper only a short time. One of the early owners was John 
Finley, the second mayor of Richmond, whose Hoosier Nest 
has been said by some to have been responsible for the term 
"Hoosier". Two copies of the old Richmond Palladium are 
known to be in existence. In one of these a special editorial 
appears calling attention to the fact that the paper on which 
the Palladium was printed was manufactured in Richmond, 
and that the mill which turned out this old print paper was 
the first in Indiana. There was no wood pulp in those days, 
and the paper was manufactured from genuine rags. As a 
result the old issues of the Palladium show comparatively little 
decay during the ninety years. The advertising included in 
these two issues includes statements from merchants, millers, 
blasksmiths, and doctors. 

The Bartholomew County Historical Society was organized 
on March 26, 1921, with the following officers : 

George Pence, President. 

Will Irwin, Vice-President. 

Miss Vida Newsom, Treasurer. 

D. J. Richards, Secretary. 

At the opening meeting Mr. Pence read a paper on the 
"Making of Bartholomew County," which will be printed as 
one of the society's publications. The society will hold its 
meetings temporarily in the Chamber of Commerce building. 
The constitution and by-laws adopted by this society provides 
for an annual meeting on January 8th, the date of the organi- 
zation of the county. Provision was also made for electing 
honorary members, and Mr. George Pence was chosen as the 
first honorary member of the Society. 

The Parke County Historical Society held an interesting 
meeting on Friday, April 29th, in Rockville, at which time 
Professor Harlow Lindley, Secretary of the Indiana Historical 
Commission, delivered an address. This is Parke County's 
Centennial year, and the meeting took the form of a centennial 
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celebration. Professor Lindley, a native of Parke County, 
spoke on the subject of "Popularizing History." 

The Fort Wayne Historical Society, the largest local so- 
ciety formed in Indiana, was organized March 23, 1921, with 
a charter membership of 204 members. The following officers 
were elected : 

President: W. H. Peltier. 

Vice-President: B. J. Griswold. 

Secretary : Mrs. J. B. Frankshaw. 

Treasurer : Ross F. Lockridge. 

Fort Wayne has blazed the way for other cities in Indiana 
in promoting the study and presentation of local history. An 
historical revue portraying the history of Ft. Wayne from 
1614 to 1761 was presented to a crowded house on two or 
three separate occasions, preceding the organization of the 
society. The pageant aroused great interest on the part of 
the citizens of Ft. Wayne in their local history. Pageants and 
historical revues are rapidly becoming more popular through- 
out the state, and for the purpose of presenting a review of a 
community's local history are unsurpassed. Mr. B. J. Gris- 
wold, local historian of Ft. Wayne, is running a series of in- 
teresting articles in the Journal Gazette entitled "Stories of 
Old Fort Wayne". Mr. Griswold has already identified him- 
self as the foremost historian of northeastern Indiana, and 
particularly of the Fort Wayne region. The stories that are 
now appearing in the Fort Wayne Gazette contain many valu- 
able incidents of historic value, and supplement in many in-' 
stances the chapters contained in Mr. Griswold's history of 
Fort Wayne. 

John J. B. Hatfield, eighty-nine years old, a pioneer resident 
of Indianapolis, died February 20, 1921. The late Mr. Hatfield 
is known in Indiana history as master workman of the Gov- 
ernment Arsenal located on the present site of Technical High 
School in Indianapolis. He was employed as master armorer 
in the old arsenal from 1862-1865, and kept an order book 
showing the various duties assigned to the munition employes 
of the old arsenal. Mr. Hatfield was largely responsible for 
having the government records of the old arsenal returned a 
few years ago and deposited in the library of the Arsenal 
Technical High School. The order book shows that in one 
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month, March, 1862, more than 6,990,000 rounds of ammuni- 
tion were shipped from the old arsenal. When Morgan was 
making his raid across southern Indiana, Mr. Hatfield hur- 
riedly checked out the supplies that were stored in the old 
arsenal, and rushed them to St. Louis for safe keeping. 

The Division of Geology of the State Conservation De- 
partment, and the Indiana Historical Commission are co-oper- 
ating in making an historical and archaelogical survey of 
Indiana. These two departments acting in co-operation with 
the National Research Council have prepared an outline of the 
material that is to be included in this state-wide survey. The 
archeological features will include a description of the mounds, 
their size, shape, state of preservation, location and ownership. 
Also a description of specimens and articles found within the 
mounds will be included, and maps, drawings, and charts will 
be prepared in order to assist the investigator in making the 
survey. The material to be noted in the historical survey 
is to include such items as old books, diaries, antiques, letters, 
ledger books, old furniture, argicultural tools, transportation 
devices, war relics and heirlooms of historic, value. In addi- 
tion an effort will be made to locate historic sites, buildings, 
battlefields, and old churches and cemeteries, with the view of 
marking these spots throughout the state. Persons willing to 
co-operate in the survey should communicate with the His- 
torical Commission or with the Division of Geology, State 
House, Indianapolis. 

Philip Kabel, of Winchester, Indiana, who has been re- 
ferred to as a "relic fiend", has in his possession one of the 
most interesting and valuable private collections of historical 
relics in Indiana. Recently Mr. Kabel added several important 
relics to his collection : One of these being a. pair of eye- 
glasses that have rectangular lenses, and the slide in-and-out 
frame, worn by the very earliest settlers of the state. A 
second relic recently obtained by Mr. Kabel is an old Indian 
hammer, and a steel that was fastened on the knuckles to be 
used when striking flint to start a fire. This instrument is one 
of the oldest of the relics discovered in eastern Indiana. A 
third relic of historical interest was an old land grant to one 
Thomas Kimball for military service rendered to the United 
States. This grant was signed by James A. Pope, when he was 
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president, and made out to Solomon Yunker, assignee of Mr. 
Kimball. Mr. Kable has housed his museum temporarily in a 
room in the Farmers and Merchants Bank Building, Winches- 
ter, Indiana. 

An act authorizing an appropriation of one thousand dol- 
lars ($1,000) for erecting monuments to the memory of ex- 
Governor Ashbel P. Willard, and former Congressman Michael 
C. Kerr, was passed during the seventy-second session of the 
general assembly. These two men played a prominent part in 
the history of Indiana. Ex-Governor Willard was born in 
Oneida County, New York, October 31, 1820. He later settled 
in New Albany, Indiana. He served in turn as court reporter, 
member of the State Legislature, Lieutenant Governor, and in 
1856 was nominated and elected Governor over Oliver P. Mor- 
ton. He was the youngest man ever elected Governor of In- 
diana. He died while in office October 4, 1860, being the first 
Indiana Governor to die during his term of office. His remains 
were buried in the cemetery at New Albany, Indiana. 

Michael C. Kerr was born March 15, 1827, Titusville, Penn- 
sylvania. He graduated from the law school of the University 
of Louisville in 1851 and the following year opened a law 
office in New Albany, Indiana. He served as city attorney, 
prosecutor, member of the State Legislature, and in 1862 was 
elected reporter of the Supreme Court. In 1864 he was elected 
to Congress and re-elected three times in succession. He was 
defeated in the campaign of 1872. Two years later, however, 
he was re-elected, and in recognition of his great ability he 
was elected Speaker of the House. He died August 19, 1876, 
while a member of Congress. He, too, was buried in the ceme- 
tery at New Albany, Indiana. In tardy recognition of the 
services of these two distinguished men, the state has finally 
taken action providing for the erection of permanent memori- 
als in their honor. 

Mrs. Margaret V. Sheridan, state historian for Indiana of 
the Daughters of the American Revolution, has deposited in 
the Indiana State Library two large volumes which contain 
the complete records of members and relatives of the Daugh- 
ters of the American Revolution of Indiana who were in mili- 
tary and non-military service during the World War. 

Mrs. Georgia H. Binkley, of Indianapolis, has presented to 
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the Indiana State Library several interesting manuscripts dat- 
ing from 1810 to 1812. Four letters, two from Jonathan Jen- 
nings and two from John Paul, are addressed to Solomon 
Manwaring, of Dearborn County, who was a member of the 
Territorial Council. The removal of the seat of government 
from Vincennes is mentioned in two of the letters. John Paul 
makes the following argument in his plea that it be moved to 
Madison: 

"I flatter myself that we shall have your aid in attempting 
to remove the seat of Government from Vincennes. Our object 
is to have it removed to Madison — which is as near the Centre 
of population as any place we Can name — from Madison to 
Vincennes by the way of the United States road is 120 miles, 
from Madison to Charles Town 30 from there to Corrodon 30 
from Madison to Lawrence-burgh 52 miles from there to 
Brookville 25 from there to the Centre of Wayne County 24 
you cannot doubt of the Correctness of this statement the dis- 
tances are proven — which proves Madison in the Centre." 

Lookout Point at Blue Bluffs, near Martinsville, Indiana, 
was recently christened "Going-to-the-Sun-Mountain," by a 
group of Blackfoot Indians from the Glacier National Park. 
The Indians spent the week of April 24-30 in Indianapolis, 
appearing in connection with a picture in which many of the 
scenes had been laid in the Glacier National Park. While in 
the capital city, the Indiana Nature Study Club and the Indi- 
ana Historical Commission arranged for an automobile trip 
to the Blue Bluffs, inviting the Indians as guests. A resolution 
describing the incidents of the trip, the speeches made in con- 
nection with the naming of the point, and containing the sig- 
natures of the members attending the ceremony together with 
the thumb-prints of the Indians, will be framed and hung in 
the office of the Indiana Historical Commission. 

As an illustration of what can be accomplished in the 
teaching of English and History at the same time, the "His- 
torical Pageant of Rensselaer", given by the English Sopho- 
more Class of the Rensselaer High School on April 15th, was 
a striking example. Miss Blanche Merry, under whose direc- 
tion the pageant was given, believes that State history is good 
material for English project. Proceeding on this theory, the 
class did all the research work, selected the episodes, wrote 
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the dialogue, and arranged every detail of the pageant in its 
production. As an introduction to the Pageant, the Spirit of 
Rensselaer appeared and appealed to the spirits of Love and 
Memory to come forth and recall to the living the scenes and 
events of the past which had made the Rensselaer of today. 
The spirits of Adventure, Courage, Sacrifice, Culture and Ap- 
preciation were called to aid Love and Memory. As these 
spirits appeared, each served as an introduction to the episode 
to follow. Episode VI — Ensemble— Taps, was most impres- 
sive, and a fitting conclusion to a splendid portrayal of local 
history. An admission fee was charged, the proceeds to go 
to the English Department for better English. 



